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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

2. Claims 1 - 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada et al (2001/0043799) in view of Morinaga et al (US 6792000) 

Regarding claim 1, Okada et al discloses an apparatus for retrieving data from a 
drive comprising: 

a box (figure 16, 70, para 0380, dvd recorder in a box) 

a signal import and export device installed in said box (figure 16, 70, para 0380) 

a playing platform for said box being inside said playing platform (figure 17, 70, 
para 0380, video data editing apparatus) and 

a decoding module connecting to and positioned inside said playing platform for 
outputting said data to a display facility (figure 17, 4, para 0383, MPEG decoder) 

However, Okada et al does not disclose a detachable drive/box. 

On the other hand Morinaga et al teaches a detachable drive/box (figure 9, 15, 
col 16, lines 1 -4, detachable hard drive) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Morinaga et al in the system of 
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Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

Regarding claim 2, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said signal 
import and export device is an optical reading and writing device (figure 16, 70, para 
0380) 

Regarding claim 3, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said optical 
reading and writing device is a DVD writable drive (figure 16, 70, para 0380) 

Regarding claim 4, Okada et al discloses the apparatus of claim 1 , wherein said 
decoding module is a MPEG decoder (figure 17, 4, para 0383, MPEG decoder) 

Regarding claim 5, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said display 
facility is a television (figure 16, 72, para 0391, tv monitor) 

Regarding claim 6, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said data 
accessed by said optical reading and writing device is stored in a storage device (figure 
17, 1d, para 0385, main storage) 

Regarding claim 7, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said data 
contained in said storage device is transmitted to and recorded in an optical disk by said 
optical reading and writing device (figure 17, 3c, para 0390, drive mechanism) 

Regarding claim 8, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein a hard disc 
drive is connected to and positioned inside said box (figure 69a-d, para 0805, disk 
apparatus) 

However, Okada et al does not disclose a detachable box. 

On the other hand Werner et al teaches a detachable box (figure 2c, col 5, lines 
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13-16, removable box) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Werner et al in the system of 
Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

3. Claims 9, 10, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Okada et al (2001/0043799) in view of Morinaga et al (US 6792000) 
and further in view of Yamauchi et al (US 2001/0016432) 

Regarding claim 9, Okada et al discloses an apparatus for retrieving data from a 
drive comprising: 

a data reading and writing drive to read and write said data stored in an optical 
disk (figure 16, 70, para 0380) 

a box for holding said data reading and writing drive (figure 16, 70, para 0380) 

a player for carrying said box connected to said data reading and writing drive for 
playing said data accessed by said data reading and writing drive (figure 17, 70, para 
0380, video data editing apparatus) and 

an encoding/decoding module for providing an encoding/decoding program 
required by said data reading and writing drive (figure 17, 2, 4, para 0383, MPEG 
encoder and decoder) 

However, Okada et al does not disclose a detachable drive/box. 

On the other hand Morinaga et al teaches a detachable drive/box (figure 9, 15, 
col 16, lines 1-4, detachable hard drive) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Morinaga et al in the system of 
Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

The combination of Okada et al and Morinaga et al does not disclose a player for 
carrying said box on top of said player 

On the other hand Yamauchi et al teaches a player for carrying said box on top 
of said player (figure 3, 50, para 0054 illustrates devices stacked on top of each other) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a player for carrying said box on top of said player as taught by 
Yamauchi et al in the combined system of Okada et al and Morinaga et al in order to 
provide ease of disassembly and a variety of protocols. 

Regarding claim 10, Okada et al discloses the apparatus, wherein said data 
reading and writing drive is a data writing device accompanying with said 
encoding/decoding program provided by said encoding/decoding module, for encoding 
said data into a data format and further to write into a CD (figure 17, para 0383) 

Regarding claim 12, Okada et al does not disclose the apparatus, wherein said 
detachable box is piled up on the top of said player. 

On the other hand Morinaga et al teaches a detachable drive/box (figure 9, 15, 
col 16, lines 1-4, detachable hard drive) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Morinaga et al in the system of 
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Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

The combination of Okada et al and Morinaga et al does not disclose box is piled 
up on the top of said player 

On the other hand Yamauchi et al teaches box is piled up on the top of said 
player (figure 3, 50, para 0054 illustrates devices stacked on top of each other) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate box is piled up on the top of said player as taught by Yamauchi 
et al in the combined system of Okada et al and Morinaga et al in order to provide ease 
of disassembly and a variety of protocols. 

Regarding claim 13, Okada et al does not discloses the apparatus, wherein 
plurality of said detachable box are piled up together on the top of said player, one by 
one, in order to access data from the various sources and to simultaneously process 
said data and further to play and to write back in. 

On the other hand Morinaga et al teaches a detachable drive/box (figure 9, 15, 
col 16, lines 1 -4, detachable hard drive) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Morinaga et al in the system of 
Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

The combination of Okada et al and Morinaga et al does not disclose wherein 
plurality of said box are piled up together on the top of said player, one by one, in order 
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to access data from the various sources and to simultaneously process said data and 
further to play and to write back in. 

On the other hand Yamauchi et al teaches wherein plurality of said box are piled 
up together on the top of said player, one by one, in order to access data from the 
various sources and to simultaneously process said data and further to play and to write 
back in (figure 3, 50, para 0054 illustrates devices stacked on top of each other) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate wherein plurality of said box are piled up together on the top of 
said player, one by one, in order to access data from the various sources and to 
simultaneously process said data and further to play and to write back in as taught by 
Yamauchi et al in the combined system of Okada et al and Morinaga et al in order to 
provide ease of disassembly and a variety of protocols. 
4. Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada et al (2001/0043799) in view of Morinaga et al (US 6792000) and further in view 
of Yamauchi et al (US 2001/0016432) and still further in view of Saeki et al (US 
6597862) 

Regarding claim 11, the combination of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and 
Yamauchi et al does not disclose the apparatus, wherein said data reading and writing 
drive is a DVD rewritable device 

However Saeki et al teaches the apparatus, wherein said data reading and 
writing drive is a DVD rewritable device (figure 14, col 1 1 , lines 1-7, DVD rewritable 
disk (DVD RAM disk)) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the apparatus, wherein said data reading and writing drive is a 
DVD rewritable device as taught by Saeki et al in the combined system of Okada et al, 
Morinaga et al and Yamauchi et al in order to be able to rewrite data on DVD. 
5. Claims 14 - 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Okada et al (2001/0043799) in view of Morinaga et al (US 6792000) and further in view 
of Yamauchi et al (US 2001/0016432) and still further in view of Casazza (US 6150925) 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Okada et al and Yamauchi et al does not 
disclose the apparatus, wherein said detachable box connects to said player via an 
industrial transmission connector and protocol. 

On the other hand Morinaga et al teaches a detachable drive/box (figure 9, 15, 
col 16, lines 1 -4, detachable hard drive) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate a detachable box as taught by Morinaga et al in the system of 
Okada et al in order to provide a variety of detachable mediums with varied data 
formats. 

The combination of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and Yamauchi et al does not 
disclose box connects to said player via an industrial transmission connector and 
protocol. 

However Casazza teaches box connects to said player via an industrial 
transmission connector and protocol (figure 2, col 3, lines 16-25) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
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invention to incorporate box connects to said player via an industrial transmission 
connector and protocol as taught by Casazza in the combined system of Okada et al, 
Morinaga et al and Yamauchi et al in order to provide ease of use with an industry 
standard protocol. 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and 
Yamauchi et al does not disclose the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission 
connector and protocol is a 1-1394 connector and protocol. 

However Casazza teaches the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission 
connector and protocol is a 1-1394 connector and protocol (figure 2, col 3, lines 16-25) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission connector 
and protocol is a 1-1394 connector and protocol as taught by Casazza in the combined 
system of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and Yamauchi et al in order to provide ease of 
use with an industry standard protocol. 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and 
Yamauchi et al does not disclose the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission 
connector and protocol is a USB connector and protocol. 

However Casazza teaches the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission 
connector and protocol is a USB connector and protocol (figure 2, col 3, lines 16-25) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the apparatus, wherein said industrial transmission connector 
and protocol is a USB connector and protocol as taught by Casazza in the combined 
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system of Okada et al, Morinaga et al and Yamauchi et al in order to provide ease of 
use with an industry standard protocol. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure 

Werner et al (US 6767253) discloses a media-componenet docking system 

Obitsu (US 6996731) discloses a method and apparatus for controlling a supply 
of power in an electronic apparatus using a combination of plurality of detachable units. 

Schweidler et al (US 6618832) discloses a method and bus interface employing 
a memory in an integrated circuit which is used to link a bus with an application device 
to be controlled by the bus. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed Y. Hasan whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1082. The examiner can normally be reached on 9/8/5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PA|R system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

S. Y. H. 
08/07/2007 



MEHRDAD DASTOURI 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




